Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #3                        *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Rahn Cooper and family; Bonita Heddings & family; Jessica Bryson Family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust/Holly Landvater; Aaron Herb; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Roy Miller; Jennifer Rocky Family; Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                      [image: image1.emf]


                                JANUARY 16, 2022
      Second Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 16, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Bob Endy                  
L:   How can we keep still this day?

P:  There is joy in this place, even though many are waiting!
L:  God's steadfast love extends to everyone.

P:  God reaches out to us all in forgiveness and compassion.
L:  Thanks to God for all the wonderful blessings we have received.      
P:  Let us celebrate God's joyful love for and with us! AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Bob Endy
Lord, open our hearts to the surprising ways in which you offer to us your love and your presence. Help us to truly believe in the wondrous ways that you work in our lives. Give us hearts and spirits for service to you. In Jesus' Name, we pray. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Isaiah 62:1-5                          (See Insert)  Scott Miller

Psalm: Psalm 36:5-10  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor

N. Test.: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11           (See Insert)  Marie Herb                               
Hymn -   “For the Beauty of the Earth”               Page 262

*Gospel:. Test.: John 2:1-11                (See Insert) Pastor  

Sermon:                    “Celebrating Hope”  

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -             “O For a Thousand Tongues”       Page 76
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 16, 2022  the Second Sunday After Epiphany! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Rahn Cooper and family as Rahn’s wife Ann went to be with the Lord Wednesday January 5th. We pray God surrounds them with his loving presence and arms of comfort and peace.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Jan.  16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Annual Congregational Meeting follows service
Jan.  19 - 7:00PM  - Council Reorganization Meeting
Jan.  23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Installation of Elders and Deacons during service
Jan.  30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 16, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service. There will not be a meal this year due to Covid. Please make every effort to attend this important meeting.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022 at 7:00PM.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.

LAY READERS:  Jan. 16 - Scott Miller, Marie Herb; Jan. 23 - Sue Faust, TBA.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 16 - Laurel Guertin; Jan. 23 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 30 - Ed Dobbin.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

           1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test. - Isaiah 62:1-5 (NLT)
62 Because I love Zion, I will not keep still. Because my heart yearns for Jerusalem, I cannot remain silent. I will not stop praying for her until her righteousness shines like the dawn,
and her salvation blazes like a burning torch. 2 The nations will see your righteousness. World leaders will be blinded by your glory. And you will be given a new name by the Lord’s own mouth. 3 The Lord will hold you in his hand for all to see—
a splendid crown in the hand of God. 4 Never again will you be called “The Forsaken City” or “The Desolate Land.” Your new name will be “The City of God’s Delight” and “The Bride of God,” for the Lord delights in you and will claim you as his bride. 5 Your children will commit themselves to you, O Jerusalem, just as a young man commits himself to his bride.
Then God will rejoice over you as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride.
2nd Reading - Psalm 36:5-10 (Responsive) (NLT)
5 Your unfailing love, O Lord, is as vast as the heavens;
    your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
    your justice like the ocean depths.
You care for people and animals alike, O Lord.
7 How precious is your unfailing love, O God!
All humanity finds shelter in the shadow of your wings.
8 You feed them from the abundance of your own house,
    letting them drink from your river of delights.
9 For you are the fountain of life, the light by which we see.
10 Pour out your unfailing love on those who love you;
    give justice to those with honest hearts.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 12”1-11 (NLT)
12 Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to mis-understand this. 2 You know that when you were still pagans, you were led astray and swept along in worshiping speechless idols. 3 So I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5 There are different kinds of 
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 12”1-11 (NLT) (Continued)
service, but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. 7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge. 9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.
*Sermon Text - Gospel - John 2:1-11 (NLT)
2 The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. 3 The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him, “They have no more wine.”
4 “Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 5 But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons.

 7 Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had been filled, 8 he said, “Now dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed his instructions. 9 When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom over. 10 “A host always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!” 11 This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him.
Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth”(Dix)” 

 Page 560 red hymnal  Public Domain
Conrad Kocher | Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, altered | William Henry MonkCCLI 
Song # 7020048   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1 For the beauty of the earth
For the glory of the skies
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise
Verse 2 For the wonder of each hour
Of the day and of the night
Hill and vale and tree and flower
Sun and moon and stars of light
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise
Verse 3  For the joy of ear and eye
For the heart and mind's delight
For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise
Verse 4  For the joy of human love
Brother sister parent child
Friends on earth and friends above
For all gentle thoughts and mild
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise
Verse 5  For Thy church that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above
Offering up on every shore
Her pure sacrifice of love
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise

Link for “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Hymn History of “O For a Thousand Tongues: 
    "O For a Thousand Tongues" is one of many hymns written by Charles Wesley.  He and his brother, John, became friends with a group of Moravian Christians as they returned by ship to England from the American colonies.  
    One of the Moravian leaders was a man named Peter Bohler -- a man that the Wesleys much admired for his deep faith who made the comment, "Oh, Brother Wesley, the Lord has done so much for my life.  Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Christ Jesus with every one of them."  
    Those words inspired Wesley to write this hymn. One year from the experience, Wesley wrote the hymn, in commemoration of his renewal of faith; an 18-stanza poem beginning with ‘Glory to God, and praise, and love,/Be ever, ever given’ and titled ‘For the anniversary day of one’s conversion’. The seventh verse, “O for a thousand tongues to sing’, is now the first verse of a shorter hymn, recalls Bohler’s words, ‘Had I a thousand tongues I would praise Him with them all’.

         SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
Attendance: There was no In-person or online service on Jan. 9th due to ice storm.

In-person worship for Jan. 2 was 28.
Face book views for Jan. 2 were 58.
Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues” (Page 76 Red Hymnal)
  Azmon Public Domain
Carl Gotthelf Gläser | Charles Wesley | Lowell Mason

CCLI Song #  7028712 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His grace
Verse 2  Jesus the name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease
'Tis music in the sinner's ears
'Tis life and health and peace
Verse 3   He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin
He sets the pris'ner free
His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me
Verse 4   Hear Him ye deaf His praise ye dumb
Your loosened tongues employ
Ye blind behold your Savior come
And leap ye lame for joy
Verse 5   My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim
To spread thru all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name
Link for Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues”:
History of Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth:

    “For the Beauty of the Earth", written by Folliot Pierpoint in 1864, praises the beautiful world that we inhabit and the many things he loved. He mentions many aspects of existence for which he is grateful, including the earth and skies, tree and flower, human love and "best gift divine." This joyous hymn is a great reminder of all the beauty that surrounds us and to not take this for granted!

     The initial poem was published in eight, four-line stanzas under the title, “The Sacrifice of Praise.”  British hymnologist J. R. Watson proposes, “It is said to have been inspired by the view of Folliot Pierpoint's native city of Bath on a spring day.” The original refrain, “Christ, our God, to thee we raise/This our sacrifice of praise,” reflects the theology of the Lord’s Supper as a sharing in Christ’s sacrifice. Changes made to the hymn and accepted by the author made it suitable for a larger scope of liturgical opportunities.

    This hymn was written by Folliott Pierpoint, a classical scholar who lived a rather leisurely life in the lovely town of Bath, England.  Piermont was about 29 years old when he wrote the text for this joyful hymn.  It was a lovely day in late spring.  While enjoying the surrounding area of his native city of Bath, in England, he was inspired by the beautiful countryside with its winding cool and peaceful river, Avon, in the distance. The tuneful songbirds, the wind whispering over a vibrantly colored hillside, all seemed to be praising the Creator with their unrestrained gladness and peace.  Overwhelmed with emotion, he expressed his feelings of gratitude in the penning of this sacred song. While he wrote other hymns and poetry, it is only for this hymn that we remember him today.
    We are be inclined to classify “For the Beauty of the Earth” as a hymn of thanksgiving or praise, Pierpoint wrote it originally as a Eucharistic hymn.  He ended the refrain with these words, which reflect the idea of the Mass as a sacrifice: Christ our God, to thee we raise This our sacrifice of praise.

However, those words were later edited to read: Lord of all, to thee we raise This our hymn of grateful praise. These are the words, rather than the original words, that we find in most hymnals today. The hymn praises God for a host of beauties––things that we encounter in everyday living, but often fail to appreciate––the beauty of the earth and skies, the beauty of each hour, the joy of ear and eye, and the joy of human love.  It also expresses thanksgiving for the church––and for Christ. 
 History of Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth:  (Continued)   
    As we sing this hymn, let us decide to be more intentional this week about seeing and appreciating the many beauties and joys that God has placed at our disposal.

      For the Beauty of the Earth was set to the beautiful tune of "Dix."  Its composer, Conrad Kocher (1786-1872), born in Wurttëmberg, was an important musician and reformer of German church music.  The tune name "Dix" came from the association of this melody with William Dix's hymn, "As With Gladness Men of Old," which was often sung in Protestant services on Christmas to celebrate Christ's birth.
________________________________________________

CANDIDATES FOR 2022 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022
Deacons                    (2 year term) (Vote for Four)
  Seth Guertin

  Ann Hale

  Nominations needed

Elders                       (2 year term) (Vote for Two)

  Peggy Berra

  Nomination needed

National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term) 

   Nomination needed                        (Vote for One)

Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories either before or during the Congregational Meeting.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #3
              January 16, 2022          
         “Celebrating Hope”

   
      
                   2nd Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: How can we keep still this day?

P: There is joy in this place, even though many are waiting!
L: God's steadfast love extends to everyone.

P: God reaches out to us all in forgiveness and compassion.
L: Thanks to God for all the wonderful blessings we have received.

P: Let us celebrate God's joyful love for and with us! AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, open our hearts to the surprising ways in which you offer to us your love and your presence. Help us to truly believe in the wondrous ways that you work in our lives. Give us hearts and spirits for service to you. In Jesus' Name, we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 62:1-5
Responsive: Psalm 36:5-10
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
*Gospel: John 2:1-11
Meditation:

“Celebrating Hope”

Like most of us at one time or another, there was a man who prayed that God would give him a sign regarding a decision he was facing. He prayed earnestly. While he was out on a walk, he noticed a ‘stop’ sign where once there wasn’t one. The next day he was driving and while coming to an intersection he noticed there was now a four way stop sign where there had only been a two way stop before. All this time he kept praying that God would give him some kind of sign as to whether to go ahead with his plans. One day he got distracted while driving and rear ended a truck which was carrying… you guessed it… stop, yield, and other such street signs. Exasperated after a couple of weeks of prayer he finally said, “God, any sign, any sign at all will do!”


Let’s face it, there’s a lot in life that is confusing and complicated. And in those times we often seek God’s guidance. Sometimes when we pray for God to guide us, or give us a sign, we’re more often asking God to OK a plan we already have. Or maybe we’re looking to God to respond in some dramatic way that makes it painfully obvious what choice God wants us to take. Like Gideon did when he laid out the fleece before the Lord to make sure he understood God’s direction clearly. 


The people in Jesus’ day were no different, and John knew that. When John writes about the miracles of Jesus he often uses the word for ‘sign’ to indicate that what Jesus did had a much deeper significance than the miracle itself was. The signs pointed to who Jesus was and what he came to do. Over and over again John points to the signs as evidence that Jesus is the promised Messiah. And with the coming of the Messiah, God’s Kingdom was know here among us. The wedding feast at Cana is widely considered to be Jesus’ first recorded miracle and sign. 


It started out as an ordinary wedding; special as weddings are, but still familiar. Jesus, his mother, and his disciples go to a wedding. Weddings were community events, not just for family and friends. Weddings were big social events. As the feasting has gone on a bit, Mary notices that the wine has run out. All elements of the feast were the bridegroom’s responsibility, so for the wine to run out would have brought embarrassment and shame to the groom and his family. Feeling for the family, Mary asks Jesus if he would do something. Jesus replies that it’s not yet time for him to reveal himself. Mary’s response? She told the servants to do whatever Jesus told them to do. 

Jesus relents and tells them to fill up the stone jars with water. These weren’t ordinary jars. They were specifically used in purification rituals. Rituals rooted in the law of Moses about how a person was to prepare themselves for temple worship. After they had filled the jars Jesus tells them to draw some water and bring it to the chief steward who was responsible for keeping the party going by knowing just what to serve and when. When the steward drinks, he’s stunned. The wine he tasted was far better than the wine that was first served. What made that so unusual was the best wine was offered first and then, after people were getting a little buzzed, the cheaper less expensive wine was served because people wouldn’t know any better. But now, the best wine is being offered long after the party started. Imagine being there and the realization slowly dawning on you as to what had just happened. God showed up in a surprising, unexpected, and unlooked for way. 

Jesus chose as the first sign that would reveal who he was and the arrival of the Kingdom of God something that was a celebration. It wasn’t in the dramatic raising of the dead. It wasn’t in some profound healing. It wasn’t though some deep teaching or oratory excellence. It was in something that happened on a regular basis; a wedding feast. An event that celebrated two people joined in a loving union. Jesus’ turning the water to wine shows us that the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God is something we are to celebrate. 

We celebrate the reversal of the curse God put on his creation because of humanity’s rebellion. Not only is the effects of the curse being reversed, but a new era of abundant life with the bridegroom, Jesus, is here. The changing of water used in keeping the law, which can never save us, into wine, which is used in celebration, shows us that if we are in Christ we are no longer bound to the requirements of the old law but are bound to Christ in the law of love. 

Jesus brings into our everyday reality something unexpected and wonderful. Our everyday reality with all its joys and concerns is now permeated with the love of Jesus and the new thing he is doing: setting us free. We are now free to love God and love others instead of being slaves to our own sinful wants and desires. 

In this miracle, God reminds us that he is giving us something better than what we’ve expected. God reminds us that he is often found in the regular events of our lives, not just in the extraordinary. What he offers is so much better than what we experienced at first if we’re just willing to drink. The first wine ran out, so Jesus transforms water to wine: the best wine. Imagine if you had been at the wedding in Cana and had not had any of Jesus’ new wine. You’d never understand and appreciate all that he did. You’d only have had the first inferior wine. Are you ready to drink what Jesus is offering? 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord of Light and Joy, the daylight hours are becoming longer for us. Evening comes a little later, and the dawn is earlier, but the darkness in our hearts persists. We continue to look at the miraculous ways you work in our lives as mere stories or happenstance. How foolish we are! From the beginning of all that is, you have poured your love and light into this world and into our lives. You have offered us countless blessings and opportunities for service, some of which we have followed, and others that we have ignored. You have forgiven and healed our spirits. We continue to bring before you the names and situations of people that are in direst need. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

We ask for your healing mercies and yet we wonder if you really are with us. Turn our moaning and crying into songs of praise and hope. Give us spirits of trust and rejoicing, that we may truly be your people all of our days. Prepare us for joyful service in your world; for we ask this in Jesus' Name. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God's joy is poured out for you so that you might be a blessing to others. God will continually walk and work with you, relieving your burdens and giving you strength. Go into God's world, rejoicing! In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
